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This special package of information
about “U.S. Higher Education
System” was custom designed at the
Benjamin Franklin Library.

For  further information and
research, the BBF offers specialized
periodical indexes, full text
periodicals databases and extensive
reference resources. Our professional
bilingual researchers will be glad to
assist you with your particular
information needs.

The Benjamin Franklin Library is
located at Londres Num. 16, Col.
Juarez. We are open from Monday
through Friday from 12:00 to 19:00
hrs. Our reference librarians are also
always ready to assist you via phone
or fax (52)(5) 591 00 75. Please call us
at (52)(5) 2 09 91 00 exts. 3482 and
3483.

http://www.usembassy-mexico.gov/biblioteca.htm
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U.S. Department of Education.

The site contains a vast ocean of
information on education issues. By
visiting the site, you'll be able to find
Educational Statistics, reports and U.S.
Government initiatives on education.

http://www.ed.qgov/

ERIC.

ERIC is the world's largest source of
education information, with more than 1
million abstracts of documents and
journal articles on education research
and practice. The version of the
Database, updated monthly with the
latest citations available, provides
access to ERIC Document citations from
1966 through Feburary 2000 and ERIC
Journal citations from 1966 through
Feburary 2000. Begin by entering your
search terms and using the pull-down
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menus below. Searching assistance is
also available below.

http://ericir.syr.edu/Eric/

National Library of Education.

NLE is the federal government's main
resource center for education
information.

http://www.ed.qov/NLE/

USNEI

USNEI presents basic information about
education in the United States that is of
interest to people outside our country,
specially students, counselors,
government officials, and the general
public.

http://www.ed.qov/NLE/USNEI/HPOB1.html

Digest of Education Statistics.

Its primary purpose is to provide a
compilation of statistical information
covering the broad field of American
education from kindergarten through
graduate school. The Digest includes a
selection of data from many sources,
both government and private, and draws
especially on the results of surveys and
activities carried out by the National
Center for Education Statistics (NCES).

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs99/digest98/

Achieve.

Achieve is a resource for governors,
business leaders, others seeking to
improve student achievement and raise
the level of educational standards. Its
web site includes annual reports,
information an benchmarking and other
initiatives, and a national clearinghouse
database for researching academic
standards.

http://www.achieve.org/achieve/achievestart.
nsf?opendatabase

The Educational System in the
United States: Case Study Findings,
March 1999.

http://www.ed.gov/PDEDocs/UScasestudy.p
df

Goals 2000: Flexible Funding
Supports State and Local Education
Reform. [Text] [PDF] HEHS-99-10,
Nov. 16, 1998 (45 pages).

http://www.gao.gov/AlndexFY99/abstracts/h
€99010.htm

Fast Facts

Most popular majors

{PRIVATE}Question:

What are the most popular majors for
post secondary students?

Response:

The number of degrees conferred in the
humanites and the social and
behavioral sciences has grown since the
mid-1980s, after declining for several
years. Combined with  business
management degrees, these three types
of degrees have constituted half or more
of all degrees conferred since 1971.
Between 1977 and 1995, blacks and
Hispanics were more likely than whites
to earn bachelor's degrees in the social
and behavioral sciences, while whites
were more likely to earn degrees in the
natural sciences (see supplemental
table 29-1). After a sharp decline
between 1986 and 1992, the number of
degrees conferred in computer sciences
and engineering leveled off between
1993 and 1995. The percentage of
degrees conferred in health sciences
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was twice as large in 1995 as it was in
1971 (7 versus 3 percent), while the
percentage of degrees conferred in
education decreased by more than one-
half during the same period (21 versus 9
percent).

Source:
http://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=3
7

Highest enrollment levels

{PRIVATE}Question:

Which colleges have the highest
enrollment levels?

Response:

In 1996, the five colleges with the
highest enrollments were Community
College of the Air Force in Alabama with
63,123 students, University of
Minnesota Twin Cities with 51,388
students, Miami-Dade Community
College in Florida with 48,795 students,
Ohio State University, Main Campus
with 48,352 students, and the University
of Texas at Austin with 48,008 students
enrolled.

Source:
http://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=74

Expenditures

{PRIVATE}Question:

How much does the U.S. spend on
higher education?

Response:

In 1995-96,the total public and private
institution current fund expenditures per
student were $18,383. Overall spending
per  full-time  equivalent  student
increased at all higher education
institutions from the mid-1980s until
1995-96. Private institutions invested
more money per student than public
institutions, especially at private, four-
year institutions.

Source:
http://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=75

NATIONAL CENTER FOR
EDUCATION STATISTICS

Enrollment in Higher Education:
Fall 1995

May 1997

(NCES 97-440)
Highlights

Enrollment in All Postsecondary
Institutions

In fall 1995, there were about 15.1
million students enrolled in
postsecondary institutions, of whom
14.3 million were enrolled in institutions
of higher education (IHEs). Of the total,
about 0.5 million were nonresident
aliens.

Of the U.S. citizens and resident aliens
enrolled in any postsecondary
institution, 74.1 percent were white, non-
Hispanic; 11.0 percent, black, non-
Hispanic; 8.2 percent, Hispanic; 5.7
percent, Asian or Pacific Islander; and 1
percent, American Indian or Alaskan
Native.

Other postsecondary institutions served
a higher proportion of minority students
(35.1 percent) in 1995 than did IHEs
(25.3 percent).

Enrollment in Institutions of
Higher Education

White students composed 72.3 percent
of the population of students enrolled in
IHEs, while the remaining 27.7 percent
of students were black (10.3 percent),
Hispanic (7.7 percent), Asian (5.6
percent), American Indian (0.9 percent)
and nonresident aliens (3.2 percent).

Women composed the majority of all
students in higher education (55.5
percent), but only 41.6 percent of the
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students enrolled in first-professional
schools. Almost two-thirds (66.4
percent) of all black graduate students
were women.

Over half (54.5 percent) of all students
enrolled in IHEs were between 18 and
24 years of age. However, enrolled men
tended to be younger than enrolled
women, with 57.3 percent of men and
52.2 percent of women between the
ages of 18 and 24. Only 15.1 percent of
enrolled men were over 34, compared to
21.4 percent of enrolled women.

Types of Institutions

About 78 percent of all students in IHEs
attended public institutions. However,
among postbaccalaureate students,
60.6 percent of first-professional
students attended private institutions,
while 37.2 percent of graduate students
did so.

Among all students, 61.5 percent
attended 4-year institutions, as did 55.1
percent of all undergraduates. Among
students in public institutions, more than
half (52.4 percent) attended 4-year
institutions, while among students in
private institutions, 93.2 percent
attended 4-year institutions. The vast
majority of students attending 2-year
institutions, 96.1 percent, attended
public institutions.

Among undergraduate students
attending 4-year institutions, a higher
percentage of Hispanic, Asian, and
American Indian students (72.5 percent
to 79.1 percent), than white and black
students (68 percent) attended public
institutions.

Attendance Status

Overall, 58.4 percent of undergraduate
students attended school full time, as

did 89.5 percent of first-professional
students and 41.4 percent of graduate
students.

Asian undergraduates were more likely
to attend school full time than were
undergraduates in any other
racial/ethnic category (61.2 percent
versus 51 percent to 59 percent), while
Hispanic and American Indian
undergraduates were less likely to
attend full time than were white or black
students (51 percent and 56 percent
versus 59 percent and 58 percent).

Changes in Enroliment

Since 1992, total college enroliment has
decreased every year, resulting in a 1.5
percent decrease overall. These
decreases are primarily attributable to
lower enrollments in public institutions,
which decreased by 2.5 percent since
1992. Of all the institutional sectors,
increases in enrollment between 1991
and 1995 occurred only in private 4-year
institutions.

All of the decreases in undergraduate
enrollment in all types of institutions
occurred among Wwhite students.
Between 1991 and 1995, the number of
Hispanic undergraduates increased by
25.8 percent, Asians increased by 23.9
percent, American Indians by 14.1
percent, and blacks by 8.5 percent.

The number of graduate students from
all raciallethnic groups increased
between 1991 and 1995, although the
number of white graduate students
increased at a considerably lower rate
than the number of minority graduate
students (1.9 percent versus 32.2
percent).

Enrollment by State

Nationally, 81.0 percent of
undergraduates were enrolled in public




institutions. By state, the percentage of
undergraduates in public institutions
ranged from a high of 98.6 percent in
Nevada to a low of 21.3 percent in the
District of Columbia, with 19 states
below the national average.

Changes in enrollment since 1991 also
show variations by state. Summarizing
over all states, enrollment has
decreased in 23 states and the District
of Columbia, with the decreases ranging
from 0.1 percent in Virginia to 10.2
percent in California. On the other hand,
enrollment has increased in 25 states,
with increases ranging from 0.4 percent
in Arizona to 14 percent in Alabama. In
2 states, there was no change.

For more information about the
content of this report, contact at
Samuel_Barbett@ed.gov.

Source:
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs97/97440.html
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